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Somebody'* Mother. 
The woman was old, and ragged, and gray, 
And bent with chill of the winter's day ; 
The street was wet with the winter's snow, 
And the. woman's feet were aged and slow. 
She stood at the crossing and waited long, 
Alone, uncared for, amid a throng 
Of human beings, who passed her by, 
Nor heeded the gbmce of her anxious eye. 
Down the street with laughter and shout, 
Glad la the freedom of school let out, 
Came the boys like a flock of sheep, 
Hailing the snow piled white and deep, 
Past the woman so old and gray, 
Hastened the children on their way. 

Nor offered a helping hand to her, 

So meek, so timid, afraid to stir, 

Lest the carriage wheels or horse's feet 

Should crowd her down in the slippery street. . 

At last came one of the merry troop, 

The gayest laddie of all the group. 

Ho paused beside her, and whispered low, 

■'['11 help you across, if you wish to go." 

Her aged hand on his Btrong young arm' 

She placed ; and without hurt or barm 

He guided the trembling feet along, 

Proiid that h:sown were firm and Btrong. 

Then back again to his friends he went, 

Hi* voting heart happy well and content, 

"She'» somebody's mother, boys, you know, 

For all >he's old, iind poor, and slow; 

A ml I h-ipe some fellow will lend a hand 

To help my mothaT) you understand. 

If ever ihe'a old. and poor, and gray, 

Wh r. hvT own tl<*ar boy is far away." 

Am! -somebody's mother" bowed low ber head 

In her home that night, and the prayer she said 

Was "CM be kind to the noble boy 

Who w s >imb«lv's son, and pride, and joy.'* 

— Si I, 


"If Need Be." 


Hy C. II. Balsbauoh. 
To Emily f£&fi» ami her mother. 
Beloved Fellow Huffers :— Infinite Wisdom alone 
can determine the what and the when of the 
"need he" of 1 Pet. 1 :j6. Even the Captain of 
onr salvation was "made perfect through suffer- 
in ii." Health of body and soul was the primary 
condition of man, and is the ultimate object of 
grace. But suffer! ng and death supervene. The 
knowledge of the Divine will and end, and faith 
in our personal interest in that end, permits the 
marvelous paradox of "joy unspeakable and full of 
glorv" in the furnace heated sevenfold. The last 
T heard of you was through the columns of the 
Messenger t and the report was both painful and 
cheering. You were both sick in body, but trust- 
ful in spirit not staggering at the promises 
through unbelief, but giving glory to God. We 
are so steeped in sins that we need all the gath- 
ered wisdom of the ages, and much rigid personal 
discipline cutting to the marrow and probing the 
centre of I he soul, in order to make us spiritually 
minded enough to know either God or our- 
selves. The one stupendous work that God has in 
hand in relation to the human race ever since the 
fall, is to restore and perfect a personal sense of 
our essential being and capacity, our unwillingness 
to share the cross of Christ oetrays our dissimi- 
larity to the Divine character. The means God 
employs for our redemption are in themselves no 
pleasure to Him ; the end to be secured alone 
justifies them. A God that delights in suffering 
for its own sake is the concoction of minds over 
whom the devil has gained full dominion, and 
shrouded in the darkness or sin and unbelief. The 
Divine character and providence and operations 
■have their necessary laws and restrictions, beyond 
which they cannot go. It is plainly stated that 
God cannot deny Himself, neither is it possible for 
Him to lie. He cannot create a world without 
space, nor make a square without four equal sides, 
nor cause two parallels to converge. These are 
laws as fixed and eternal as Himself, in agreement 
with which 'all His works and ways in nature and 
grace aro planed and conducted. The spirit has its 
absolute conditions of existence no less than matter. 
Si ti and Buffering are inseparable. "The law enters 


that the offence might abound," and render grace 
all the more glorious. Faith is an essential to sal- 
vation as its retraction to sin and ruin. We are 
not wise enough to take in the details of the Di- 
vine purpose, nor to know what will seem out 
highest good; but faith wants only to know that 
God is, and that He is infinitely wise and good as 
well as holy and just, and gladly allows God his 
own way and time to consummate His purpose in 
us. The wayB of God may seem very unequal to' 
us, seeing that He apparently favors some so far 
beyond others. But only apparently. When that 
noble self- sacrificing soul, brother Hilde E. Sutten, 
was recently called away from the midst of his 
fruitful labors in Virginia, many thought it was a 
mockery of prayer and a demonstration of the de- 
lusion of faith, while it was only a fresh emphasis 
of John 13 : 7. Moses and Paul and the boub of 
Zebedee obtained no answers to specific prayers in 
the form they sought. Divine reasons must ever 
override, not faith but our low views of its objects. 
The higher we rise in tb« divine life, the; more we 
600M into harmony with ihe character and will of 
God, the more certainly will onr faith and prayer 
gain the specific object of petition. The mental 
state that found disappointment in the fruitless 
fig tree, may also have room for a not perfectly 
luminous "if" in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Why do we ever insert this qualifying monosyllable 
into our prayers? Not because the Divine pur- 
pose is sdiroudcd in doubt, but wo know not how 
to characterize the difficulties that press us, and 
see not the relation of means to ends. "Not as I 
will, but as thou wilt," must utter the souls lib- 
erty, not bondage. Christ's advent and exodus 
had one principle and impulse— "I come to do thy 
will, God." This is the only point where abid- 
ing peace is possible. Thousands upon thousands 
of persons have in the last ten years been healed 
of incurable diseases by the prayer of faith, and 
not one could know all the implications of the re- 
cover v. For the sake of healing no one ever re- 
covert by faith, When Christ prayed, "Glorify 
thy name," 'glorify mo," He prayed the nails into 
his hands and feet, the spear into his side, the 
thorn crown on )m head, and the scourge on his 
back. We are often too selfish to allow our 
prayers scope, or give faith a wider sphere than 
our own comfort and interest. To pray sincerely, 
intensely, persistently, 'Thy will be done," and 
wait patiently and lovingly and trustingly for God 
to answer in His own time, and in a form that 
most glorifies Him — this is the prayer of faith. 
I have in my jjossession thousands of answered 
prayers, wber* the certainty of the Divine favor 
preceded the fulfillment, and put the soul into the 
ecstacy of confidence *before the answer came. 
These premonitory intimations of the Divine will 1 
believed are general in cases where the MHWeX is 
vouchsafed in the form sought. I have known 
persons greatly to offend and disgust the doctors, 
by affirming the recovery of those who wore wast- 
ed with consumption and hemorrhage, paralysis, can- 
cers, tumors, blindness, deafness, insanity, and de- 
crepitude and the mental fatuity of senility, and in 
spite of all the insinuation of dementia and f'ana- 
ticioa the prayer of faith prevailed, and th*> unbe- 
lieving drug-healers were put to shame. If any 
ol the readers of this paper will take the trouble to 
refer to the Jordon family of Chicago, members of 
the Lincoln Park Congregational church, they 
will find a sample of thousands of other*. Instead 
of taking God at His word, and expecting great 
things, we are narsing our skepticism, and preach- 
ing and praying under the delusion that we are 
shut away From the supernatural, and that learn- 
ing and eloquence and tact and logic and large 
combination of natural forces must In this nine- 
teenth century convert the world t No soul was 
ever regenerated without the direct operation of 
the Holy Ghost ; and never was this mighty power 
poured out but in answer to believing prayer. 
Some brethren are even heathenish enough to 
deny the personality of the Holy Spirit. All the 
world over, in all churches a genuine faith in the 
Divine presence and sovereignty in andovertht laws 
of nature, is becoming more and mote rare. 
Whole-hearted believers are becoming a hissing 
and a reproacli even by the majority of those who 
claim to be Christians. Above all these terrible 


realities yo« must ask God to lift you, and enable 
you to pnt no confidence in the flesh, and call no 
man either father or master. Fatherhood and 
masterhood in the realm of wnso have' ruined the 
church again and again, and we art on the brink 
of another 'moral catastrophe. The schisms in our 
fraternity are worth leas than nothing relative to 
the' restoration of the primitive faith. Tradition 
and education and symbolism and sister's hats and 
a general latitudenarianism in relation to the flesh 
and the world, are no indications of the return of 
Pentacostal power, or the liberty wherewith Christ 
makeB His people free. In your afflictions, hid 
away in your sick chamber, you must pin the 
changeful moon under your feet, clothe yourself ^ 
with the aun, and adorn your heads with the 
coronet of twelve stars. Rise above the tumult 
and madness of opinions and prejudices looking 
only unto Jesus, the author and finisher of faith. 
Love and welcome the image of God wherever 
you find it, and allow not* the general bitterness and 
fratricide to iuf.-ct you. Be large-hearted by the 
indwelling of Jesus, not forbidding any to east 
out devils although he may look at truth from an 
angle not occupied by yourself. Diverse thinking 
is not necessarily sin, but consequent estrange- 
ment and hostility is. When progression and 
hatred are synonyms, faith and salvation are empty 
mines. You have a mighty work to do, a sublime ' 
triumph to achieve, even in your sil- iu and feeble 
retirement. By filial and cheerful acquaintances 
in the Divine providence, by incessant prayer for 
yourself and the church and the world, and by a 
faith as pure and unquestioning as that of a little 
child yon can be a mightier blessing than those 
who are making such a great public stir, and 
claiming so much due to their commotion and 
noise. Faith command* God, and holiness com- 
mands faith, and without either we cannot see 
God, or be filled with His fulness. You can ef 
feet more try rigntly calling on God in your soli- 
tude than by hand and foot and tongue in a more 
conspiuious vocation. If He glorifies Himself in your 
Gethsemane, praise Him with a full heart that he 
counts you worthy of such honor. Do not philos- t 
ophize on His dealings, but remember th* fact of 
sin on the one hand, and that ol joint-heir ship 
with Jesus on the other and let your all- wise 
Father in Heaven fill up the ellipsis as His all- 
eompiebending scheme and eternal purpose may 
see best. The cross -of Christ has gold and peiul 
in it, which will appear in due season. The cfit of 
wormwood will be refilled after it is drained with 
the honey and nectar ol the un blighted Paradise. 
Do not allow any thought or desire to intrude hut 
the Divine glory. What honors Him most helps 
in most. Look at the white side of the cross til) 
it is all white. This requires as great faith as to 
heal the worst sickness or raise the dead. Know ' 
nothing but this: "be it unto me according to thy 
word." Expect not to have Christ found in you 
without heavy drafts made on every fibre and 
atom and element of body, soul and spirit ; and 
expect not to be born into a perfect, child of God 
without racking, rending, birth throes. In most 
souls this must often occur betore the spiritual 
parturition is complete, and the redeemed being 
lies salely on the bosom of Emmanuel. The re- 
sult is worth all it costs, and is amazingly cheap 
so. far as any thing we pay in tears and agonies ib' 
concerned. God has suffered tor you, the just for 
the unjust, the sinless lor the sinner, and by laith 
it is all ours that God owns, and that foieyer. 
Take heed that ye fall not after the same example 
of unbelief. Faith turns dungeons and persecu- 
tions and sick chambers into vestibubs of Heaven. 
God never disappoints faith ; but it must be faith, 
not perhaps. 


The tongue slays more than the sword ; and the 
tongue U boneless, but it breaks bones. 

Many good people think that they ought to 
guard the gospel but It is never so safe as when it 
stands out in its own nati ve majesty. It wants no 
'covering from us. When we protect it with ' 
provisos, and guard it with exceptions, and qualify 
it with observations, it is like David in Saul's ar- 
mor. It is hampered and hindered, and yon may 
even hear it cry "I cannot go with these." — Sfuk- 
oeoit. 


